Robin Dodge Christmas Eve 2025

Holy Faith, Santa Fe Isaiah 9.2-7

24 December 2025 Psalm 96
Titus 2.11-14
Luke 2.1-20

In the name of the one, true, and living God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

The first Christmas card | received this year was a cute one: three young children
dressed in winter garb looking through the window of a Victorian toy shop. The caption
on the card: “Believe in the magic of Christmas.” | wondered what the magic of
Christmas was. So, naturally, | googled “magic of Christmas” and consulted Al. Al
informed me that “the magic of Christmas is a feeling of wonder, joy, and togetherness,
rooted in traditions, love, and nostalgia, often seen through children's eyes, symbolized
by lights and gifts, and tied to themes of hope, kindness, and spiritual renewal, whether
celebrating the birth of Jesus or the simple beauty of connection.” This definition is

almost as long as the Gospel we just heard that tells the true story of Christmas!

Okay, but | thought there has to be more to Christmas than magic, especially
given the superficial, sentimental, and saccharine definition generated by Al. And then |
read a quotation about the magic of Christmas from the famous Protestant minister, the
Rev. Norman Vincent Peale, pastor of the Marble Collegiate Church in New York City
for fifty years between the 1930s and 1980s who said, “Christmas waves a magic wand
over this world, and behold, everything is softer and more beautiful." Really? Coming
from a Christian clergyman? Christmas is a magic wand? Then | knew there was more

to Christmas than magic. In fact, | would suggest beyond the magic of Christmas that



we believe in the majesty of Christmas, that we believe in the mystery of Christmas, and

that we believe in the miracle of Christmas.

Believe in the majesty of Christmas. When we think of majesty, we think of
something majestic, something from on high. And that’'s where Christmas begins — from
on high, from God deciding to break into this world that God created and to save us
from ourselves. When we think of majesty, we may think of a monarch’s title, like “Your
Majesty.” And that’s the title we give to God who came to earth in human form in the
person of Jesus. Titles like “the King of Kings” and “the Prince of Peace.” Our
Christmas carols are full of these titles of majesty. From “O come, all ye faithful” that we
sang at the beginning of this service: “come and behold him, born the King of angels.”
From “Hark! the herald angels sing:” “Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more
may die, born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. Risen with
healing in his wings, light and life to all he brings, hail, the Sun of Righteousness! Hail,
the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the new-born
King!” “Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth receive her King.” And in response
to “What child is this?”, “This, this is Christ the King.” So believe in the majesty of

Christmas.

And believe in the mystery of Christmas. Why did God come to earth in human
form? Why did the infinite Holy One become incarnate in this world and put on flesh?
Why did Divinity want to reconcile with humanity? That is the great mystery, the
“Magnum Mysterium.” Many composers have set that great anthem “O Magnum
Mysterium” to music, [including Tomas Luis de Victoria whose setting we will hear the

choir sing,] the text of which explains the great mystery: “O great mystery, and
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wonderful sacrament, that animals should see the new-born Lord lying in a manger!
Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was worthy to bear Christ the Lord.” And the great
mystery is further explained in the Christmas hymn “O Savior of our fallen race:”
‘Remember, Lord of life and grace, how once, to save our fallen race, you put our
human vesture on and came to us as Mary’s son.” So believe in the mystery of

Christmas.

And believe in the miracle of Christmas. The miracle of Christmas is the answer
to the mystery of Christmas. Why did God come to earth in human form? Why did the
infinite Holy One become incarnate in this world and put on flesh? Why did Divinity
want to reconcile with humanity? Because God loves us. God came to earth in the
person of Jesus Christ to save us, to redeem the world from sin that we perpetuate
when we follow our own will rather than God'’s will for us, because God loves us. In the
words of the Christmas poem by Christina Rossetti: “Love came down at Christmas,
love all lovely, love divine; love was born at Christmas: star and angels gave the sign.
Worship we the Godhead, love incarnate, love divine; worship we our Jesus, but
wherewith for sacred sign? Love shall be our token; love be yours and love be mine,
love to God and neighbor, love for plea and gift and sign.” So believe in God’s love for

us and believe in the miracle of Christmas.

Sure, go ahead and believe in the magic of Christmas. But go deeper and
believe in the majesty of Christmas. Believe in the mystery of Christmas. Believe in the

miracle of Christmas.

A very merry Christmas to you all! In the name of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



