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FAITHWAY 3 Advent 2024 

ADVENT 2013 

A MESSAGE FROM THE RECTOR    
 
Dear Faithful and Friends of Holy Faith, 
  

Stewardship is more than the Church9s fancy 
word for fund-raising. It is a spiritual 
practice undergirded by prayer and 
renection. 
  

I am delighted that this year9s stewardship 
efort at Holy Faith is emphasizing prayer 
and renection. We begin in prayer with 
words atributed to our patron Saint Francis 
of Assisi: <Lord, make us instruments of your 
peace…= (BCP p. 833). Since peace has become more elusive in our world, in 
our country, and in our own lives, we have added this prayer to our 
Eucharistic liturgies immediately following our receiving the Body and 
Blood of Christ. We believe it important not only to pray for peace but also 
to pray and renect on how can we personally be instruments of God9s peace. 

= Lord, make us instruments of your peace.= 

 

The answer is contained in the petitions of the Saint Francis prayer. There 
are some who would like to sow hatred. Through your support of the 
mission and ministry of Holy Faith, let us sow love. There are some who 

would like to sow injury. Through your support of the mission and ministry of Holy Faith, let us sow pardon. There are 
some who would like to sow discord. Through your support of the mission and ministry of Holy Faith, let us sow union. 
There are some who would like to sow doubt. Through your support of the mission and ministry of Holy Faith, let us sow 
faith. There are some who would like to sow despair. Through your support of the mission and ministry of Holy Faith, let 
us sow hope. There are some who would like to sow darkness. Through your support of the mission and ministry of Holy 
Faith, let us sow light. There are some who would like to sow sadness. Through your support of the mission and ministry 
of Holy Faith, let us sow joy. 
 

Our faithful Stewardship Campaign Co-Chairs Paty and Jim Vaughan have asked the Vestry and the parish as a whole to 
pray that the Holy Spirit opens our hearts and minds as we renect on how we will support Holy Faith in 2025 by 1) 

 

The Church of the Holy Faith 

welcomes all people into an ever-

deepening relationship with Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  

We believe in God the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit, the Sacraments, and the 

Authority of Scripture.  

We honor our Anglican heritage and 

praise God with Solemn liturgy, 

traditional Prayer Book worship, and 

music to exalt the spirit.  

We strive to live as a community with 

compassion for one another and the 

world around us.   

We worship together in peace to praise 

and thank God, to transcend division, 

and to celebrate the mystery of faith. 
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increasing the number of pledging households; 2) increasing the amount pledged by those who pledged for 2024 as they 
are able; and 3) receiving all pledge cards in a timely fashion so the Vestry can adopt a realistic budget for 2025. 
 

Saint Francis concludes his prayer with <For it is in giving that we receive.= May you conclude your prayer in the same 
way, by returning your pledge of support by November 24, Pledge In-Gathering Sunday, so your pledge may be blessed 
at God9s altar at Holy Faith for the work God gives us to do in the year ahead.  
 

Yours faithfully in Christ, 
 

Fr. Robin+ 

Rector 

IN THIS ISSUE 

 

          A Message from the Rector     1 

           The Saint Nicholas Bazaar is Twice Blessed!   3   

     Story and Pictures by James L. Overton  
          Welcoming our Brothers and Sisters at the Southern Border 5 

Story and Pictures by Jim Vaughan  

Healing at Holy Faith      6 

  Story and Pictures by Lora Morton     

Blessing of the Animals 2024     7 

Story and Pictures by James L Overton    

What Did He Say?      8 

     Story by Marty Buchsbaum, Pictures by Marty Buchsbaum,  

Mark Childers and Ed Colson  

          A Long Voyage from the Hague to Santa Fe   10 

     Story and Pictures by Lora Morton  

    Youth Group Visits Tsankawi     11 

     Story by Mtr Lynn Finnegan and Pictures by Kathlene Ritch 

    Halloween Carnival      12 

     Pictures by James L. Overton 

    Where Do Writers Get Their Ideas?    13 

     Story by Lora Morton, Photo of Sallie  by Camila Mota 

    Annual Ministry Fair 2024     14 

     Pictures by Jim Vaughan       

    Clergy, Sta昀昀 and Vestry Listing                   15       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HOLY BAPTISM OF ASHER AND ADELAIDE – NOVEMBER 2024 



 3 

THE SAINT NICHOLAS BAZAAR IS TWICE BLESSED! 
STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY JAMES L. OVERTON  
 

<These are gifts that keep on giving…= 

 

In the early 20th century, as plans were underway to build what is now Palen Hall, the rector9s mother-in-law <who had 
expertise as a darner of socks,= agreed to mend all socks brought to her for ove cents a pair. Soon, parishioners of Holy 
Faith were bringing socks by the bushel. Another enterprising member made more than $200 by selling her home-baked 
bread, according to accounts in the late Dr. Stanford Lehmberg9s church history, <Holy Faith of Santa Fe.= 

 

Intuition and ingenuity like this were the precursor for one of Holy Faith9s most notable fund-raising activities.  The 
Women9s Guild of Holy Faith raised needed funds before our church was even built. They have done it for 146 years and 
they continue to do it today through the annual Saint Nicholas Bazaar.  
 

Sewing has run like a thread through the guild9s notable history of 
accomplishments. Baking navors everything. Saint Nicholas is the 
patron of merchants, sailors, prisoners and children. Known for his 
kindness, generosity and gift-giving to the poor, he inspired the story 
of Santa Claus. 
 

 <The Guild did things like raising money to buy the land for the 
church and who knows what else,= said Ruth Rael (pictured, right), 
the current president of the Women9s Guild and a parishioner for 
more than four decades.  Holy Faith9s guild is the oldest Episcopal 
guild in the state of New Mexico. The Women9s Guild was created in 
1878, and the orst Saint Nicholas Bazaar was held in 1879 to promote 
the building fund. The church, as parishioners know it, was built in 
1882. In the early days as Holy Faith grew, the guild gave about half of 
its proceeds to the parish and half to community needs and other 
projects which the guild supported.  <Fundraising was the most 
important activity of the Guild,= wrote the late historian Dr. Stanford 
Lehmberg. 
 

For most of Holy Faith9s history, the women of the parish have been a driving force in geting the job done. Their 
ubiquitous and perhaps largely unheralded presence has deoned much of the church9s growth and stability.  And since 
the 19th century, the guild9s core membership has focused their energy on the annual Saint Nicholas Bazaar, a tradition 
dating back 146 years. The bazaar is held the Saturday of the orst weekend in December.  
 

<All the women of Holy Faith, technically, are members of the Women's Guild, and they've been meeting since before 
there was even a church,= Ms. Rael said in a recent interview. <And It9s kind of ironic that so many people at Holy Faith 
don9t know about us, but that people in the community do know us.= 

 

The orst service of the new Church of the Holy Faith was held August 6, 1882. The building had no heat at the time and 
only clear glass windows. Women of the church raised money at the Saint Nicholas Bazaar for two pot-bellied stoves to 
keep parishioners more comfortable during services.  In early days, the original church 3 now the nave 3 was heated by 
the two large stoves. In 1908, the women of the church, then known as the Holy Faith Guild, paid for the installation of a 
proper chimney. Between 1913 and 1917, the guild paid for a blower for the organ, a vested choir, and kneeling benches 
for the pews. (Holy Faith never had oocially assigned seats or pew rents, which were common in the 20th century.)  
 

During the Great Depression, the guild continued to raise money, mostly from the Saint Nicholas Bazaar and sale. In 
1936, the total was $1,269 of which $928 came from Guild earnings. Donations were also made to support missions and 
charitable activities within Santa Fe. Typical grants were in the range of $200. 
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Even during the isolation and social distancing of Covid, the guild hosted masked events outside to sell art, baked goods, 
Christmas ornaments, Covid masks (of course) and the always-popular potholders 3 a favorite destination table every 
year. They made almost as much money as they do in non-pandemic years.  <We are kind of famous for our potholders,= 
Ms. Rael said. <People line up at 9 o9clock and when we open the doors, they either go to the potholder table or Twice 

Blessed orst. Twice Blessed is 
like a jumble sale but it9s good 
stuf, and it9s usually unique, 
like someone9s grandmother9s 
china.=  The Women9s Guild 
makes some 250 potholders 
each year. <Everybody will 
work on the potholders. It9s an 
assembly-line process.  Some 
person cuts them out. 
Somebody else turns them over. 
Somebody else stufs the 
potholders. Somebody else 
onishes the potholders. We sell 
them all every year,= Ms. Rael 
said.  

 

Last year, earnings from the bazaar totaled some $40,000, of which $17,000 came from a portion of the Schener 
Endowment Fund.  The guild enjoys an autonomous relationship with the business side of the parish. Members meet 
among themselves to make decisions on donations and submits its recommendations to the Finance Commitee. The 
commitee aorms the recommendations and sends the treasurer9s report to the vestry for approval.  
 

Parishioner Jacki Walker is guild treasurer: <I write the checks, and I always feel great at the end of the year or at the end 
of the season when I write them. I look down and I go, 8Wow!9, we have given $30,000 to people in need,9= she said during 
an interview. <It9s like afterwards, you just have this sense that you9ve really done something good for the community 
and everything stays in the community.=  Many donations go to women and children in need, the Espanola Animal 
Shelter, Girls, Inc., the homeless shelter, Pete9s Place, and other outreach programs. Funds have also been spent for 
upgrades at the church, including air conditioning the kitchen in Palen Hall and buying a new freezer.  
 

If there are leftover cookies, breads and other 
sweets, they are delivered to students at St. John9s 
College who are studying for onals. Cooking 
items are taken to Kitchenality, the resale store for 
Kitchen Angels. Items from Twice Blessed can be 
donated to Goodwill and other organizations 
working for those disadvantaged. Goods like art 
and kitchen tools can be donated to Twice Blessed 
throughout the year. The cycle of use and recycle 
is always on someone9s mind. Nothing is wasted! 
 

As to the future, guild leaders have faith that their 
eforts will continue playing a major role at Holy 
Faith.  <The guild just keeps recreating itself and 
recruiting new members. For example, there aren9t 
as many people who sew as there used to be. But 
somebody comes up with an idea for something 
arts-and-crafty, and that9s what we do,= Ms. Rael 
said. <These are the gifts that keep on giving.= 
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WELCOMING OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS AT THE SOUTHERN BORDER 

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPS BY JIM VAUGHAN 

 

The Rio Grande Borderland Ministries is a program of the 
Episcopal Diocese of the Rio Grande that collaborates with non-
proot and governmental partners to provide humanitarian support 
to vulnerable people in the border communities of New Mexico and 
Far West Texas. Program coordinator Ana Reza (pictured, left) 
introduced the work of Borderland Ministries to Holy Faith 
parishioners at the Forum on Nov. 10. <We are providing the orst 
loving welcome to migrants4mostly families including children4
entering the U.S.,= Reza said.  
 

They are neeing political and economic unrest in their home 
countries and most have experienced violence during their journey. 
Then, at the border, they must navigate an unfamiliar and complex 
process to enter the U.S. Language, laws, customs and history are 
barriers.  She said Borderland Ministries and its partners including 
Annunciation House in El Paso, welcome migrants and asylum 
seekers with dignity after they are released by the Border Patrol and 
as they prepare to travel to the destination of their sponsor. 
<Annunciation House and congregations including St. 
Christopher9s Episcopal Church, also in El Paso, provide places to 
sleep, food to eat, facilities for showering and cleaning up, and for 
assistance in making contact with their families who can receive 
them,= Reza said.  <We need shelters in other churches too,= Reza 
said, <and we9re working to establish a welcome center in El Paso.= 

 

She addressed the concern about violence at the border and the fear of migrants stoked by candidates and governmental 
oocials in the U.S.  <There is a lot of criminalization at the border,= Reza said. <But it9s mostly directed at migrants and 
asylum seekers. Migrants are constantly targets4in their country, in countries they9re passing through, and here in the 
U.S.= She said there have been some 170 migrant deaths so far this year with most of the women victims aged 20-28.  
<These people are our brothers and sisters in Christ but we9re told to fear them,= Reza said. <They9re not criminals and 
there is so much more we could do if we were not afraid.= 

 

Frequent changes to policies on the border are a challenge to the work of Borderland Ministries. Texas Governor Greg 
Abbot9s Operation Lone Star is deploying the Texas National Guard and Texas Department of Public Safety on both sides 
of the southern border, she said. And they9ve placed concertina wire everywhere including in the Rio Grande. 
 

Meanwhile, Ooce of Texas Atorney General Ken Paxton has atempted to shut down Annunciation House which he has 
called a <stash house= and charged it is <engaging in human smuggling.= (A stash house is a place where illegal aliens are 
held by human smugglers until they can be distributed across the country. Stash houses are also used in drug smuggling 
networks, particularly along the U.S.-Mexico border.)  After the Texas Atorney General asked a district judge in El Paso 
to enjoin Annunciation House9s <illegal operations,= Paxton9s words, the judge concluded that it was <outrageous and 
intolerable= that the Ooce of the Atorney General would even investigate this conduct.  
 

Opportunities for members of Holy Faith to support Borderland Ministries include pilgrimages to the border, short-term 
volunteering and providing goods (luggage, old mobile phones, charging cables) and onancial support.  Pilgrimages to 
the Borderlands provide an up-close experience of how migrants and asylum seekers encounter the border between the 
U.S. and Mexico. For a day or a week, volunteers time are gratefully welcomed.  Senior Warden Mike Morrissey and his 
wife Joanne have visited as has Mtr. Lynn Finnegan. And Holy Faith9s Chapter of Daughters of the King is collecting 
clothing and other supplies for Borderland Ministries. <Joanne and I were down in El Paso for three days last summer,= 
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Morrissey said. <We took a lot of food and clothing down with us. When there we stocked shelves and moved a lot of 
stuf around that they provide for their visitors in the stockroom.   
 <At one of the shelters we set up and took down tables and chairs for meals, and worked the line handing out food to the 
families and we took out the trash, that sort of thing,= he said. <I9d go back.= Mtr. Lynn concluded, <I would love to lead a 
group from Holy Faith to visit the Borderlands Ministry if there9s interest. We will undoubtedly have work to do in the 
New Year, and the more education we can help disseminate 
the beter.=  

 

Ana L. Reza, whose title is bridge chaplain, is a orst-
generation Mexican-American. She was born and raised in El 
Paso, where she currently resides. She is the main contact for 
the diocese9s Borderland Ministries. She works in 
collaboration with partners in Juárez, Mexico and is currently 
leading the process of opening the diocesan Center for 
Borderland Ministries in El Paso, which will serve as a 
hospitality space and shelter for asylum seekers here in the 
U.S. She collaborates locally and nationally with 
congregations, dioceses, and organizations to work to bring 
God9s love and dignity to our borders and beyond. 
 

Migrants, asylum seekers, refugees and immigrants: What’s the difference?* 

Who is a migrant? A migrant is a temporarily resident who enters the country4usually to work for a time or season4with the intention to return to their home 
country. Reza said movement across the southern border for work, to shop and to visit family is natural.   
 

Who is an asylum seeker? An asylum seeker is someone who is also seeking international protection from dangers in his or her home country, but whose claim 
for refugee status hasn9t been determined legally. Asylum seekers must apply for protection in the country of destination4meaning they must arrive at or cross a 
border in order to apply. Then, they must be able to prove to authorities there that they meet the criteria to be covered by refugee protections. Not every asylum 
seeker will be recognized as a refugee. 
 

Who is a refugee? A refugee is someone who has been forced to nee his or her home because of war, violence or persecution. They are unable to return home 
unless and until conditions in their native lands are safe for them again. Those who obtain refugee status are given protections under international laws and 
conventions. Refugees in the U.S. have the opportunity to become lawful permanent residents and eventually citizens. 
 

Who is an immigrant? An immigrant is someone who makes a conscious decision to leave his or her home and move to a foreign country with the intention of 
setling there. Immigrants often go through a lengthy veting process to immigrate to a new country. Many become lawful permanent residents and eventually 
citizens. 
*Based on de昀椀nitions provided by the International Rescue Commi琀琀ee.  In 1933, physicist and refugee Albert Einstein, helped found the organization that became the International Rescue Commi琀琀ee. 
 

HEALING AT HOLY FAITH 
STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY LORA MORTON 

 

There9s a new look for the Healing Resource Center on the second 
noor of Conkey House, right above Donna9s ooce: the books are now 
organized! The Library Commitee recently put all of them in correct 
order, according to their call numbers. You9ll see them in four diferent 
categories now: end of life, grief, healing, and recovery.  
 

You9ll ond titles from Denial of the Soul and On Death and Dying to 
One Day at a Time in Al-Anon and Grieving for Dummies. These 
books have already been catalogued in our computer system, so you 
can take them out and return them just as you would something from 
the library on the orst noor. And, of course, you know that our 
catalogue is accessible on the church website if you want to search for 
a particular title. 
 

The room itself is quiet and peaceful, with places to sit and read or 
write. (Thank you to Shaw for the lovely antique desk.) You could also 
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contemplate the handmade mosaic of St. Francis hanging on one wall, a gift from 
St. Bede9s in gratitude for our generous support of their expansion and renovation 
in 2017.  
 

Parishioners Camille Barnet and Janet Schreiber were instrumental in founding 
the former Grief Ministry years ago. They donated their extensive personal 
libraries to the Healing Resource Center, a space that was once a mechanical and 
storage room. These books join what is already the largest theological collection in 
the state, as well as an excellent collection on a variety of subjects related to the 
Southwest (in the Kinsolving Room).  
 

Please don9t hesitate to take advantage of what9s available. 
 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 2024 
STORY AND PHOTGRAPHS BY JAMES L. OVERTON 

 

It9s been observed that until one has loved an animal, a part of one9s soul remains unawakened. 
 

So it was that on the Feast of St. Francis this year that thirty dogs, four cats and one very patient horse received a blessing 
after a brief prayer service in the shadow of Arizona sculptor Buck McCain9s towering statue of the saint summoning 
birds to his outreaching hands. 
 

The assembled animals also received a special treat, a signed certiocate with their name and a prayer for the year ahead. 
Dr. Audrey Shannon, DVM, was on hand to answer questions of a veterinary nature. 
 

At the start of our celebration of the Feast of St. Francis, Holy Faith also launched the start of seven weeks of prayer, 
meditation, sermons and study on the prayer atributed to St. Francis.  That prayer 3 <Lord, make us an instrument of 
your peace= 3 launched this year9s stewardship drive with commitment to generous giving in furthering the ministry of 
Holy Faith. 
 

To quote A.A. Milne9s, Winnie the Pooh, <some people talk to animals. Not many listen though. That9s the problem.=  
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WHAT DID HE SAY? - REFLECTIONS ON AN EVOLVING AUDIO AND LIVESTREAM MINISTRY 
STORY BY MARTY BUCHSBAUM, PHOTOGRAPHS BY MARTY BUCHSBAUM, MARK CHILDERS, AND ED COLSON 

 

How in the world did I end up in this closet looking at a few empty seats in the pews as I gleefully push butons in tempo 
with the music?  The story of how I moved from cradle to closet Episcopalian 3 right here within these walls - is a God 
thing that starts with: 
 

What did he say? 

 

For decades, unless one sat in the front few pews or the speaker was gifted with a stentorian voice, many in the back of 
the church heard but snippets of what was spoken from the pulpit or lectern.  Churches were rarely built with acoustics in 
mind and the 1882 one room Church of the Holy Faith was no diferent 3 but it was not important consideration in 1882.   
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The Chancel addition in 1954 changed that as its now familiar recessed panel arch helped direct words spoken at the 
Great Altar to those of us in the pews but…in the early 2000s, a public address system was installed and while it helped, 
well, let us just say the refrain continued, <What did he say?= 

 

Without geting too deeply into the weeds, in early 2009 the intrepid trio of Vestry 
member Judy Lehman along with her husband Burt, a long-time TV broadcast 
engineer, and Jim Vaughan began working with Rand of <The Candyman= a local 
audio store.   The result was a then state-of-the-art audio system in the Sacristy, 
portions of which are still in use today.  And it included a recorder!   
 

On April 17, 2010 under Sunday Services, our website had a brief announcement: 
Sermon Audio coming soon.   Associate Rector Rev. Curt Norman collaborated 
with our then Rector Rev. Ken Semon to ond a way to bring each Sunday9s Gospel 
and Sermon to those who could not physically make it into the hallowed space.  A 
new spiritual outreach had begun.    
 

As Father Curt prepared to depart our parish in March, 2011, the search began to 
ond a willing nerd to continue the ministry; ♫Here I am Lord♪   Laptop in tow, I 
began trying to oll some rather large shoes in April of that year.  It also meant I had 
to quickly obtain and learn how to use audio software and upload the ole to the 
internet.    Did I really say <Here I am?=  Oh, my…   
 

I was in a comfortable routine until March 2020 and COVID-19.  Although the 
Church had to close its hallowed doors to public worship, Canon Mark Edw. 
Childers scrambled; he managed to obtain a video camera (set up in the central 
aisle), converted our nave into a video studio and our orst videocast service was 
up our website by March 22, a mere 10 days after the shutdown.  During this 
period, Ken Duran and Donna Lukacs did the heavy lifting to keep the live 
streams coming.  The days of audio oles had ended.  
 

Late summer of 2021 brought the installation of our current video system with 
six high-deonition pan-tilt-zoom cameras in the Church and one in the Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd.  By September, a core team of Acolytes and one former 
acolyte (yours truly) were training on the new system, practicing live streams as 
the single camera continued to bring our services to the world.   
 

October 11, 2021 was a somber day at 
Holy Faith as we prepared to Celebrate 
the life of Assisting Priest Father 
Richard Murphy.  As I sat in the chair at 

the video table to preserve the service for posterity, I commented to our Rector, 
Father Robin Dodge that I thought the team was about ready to go <live.=  His 
response was to ask me to view the central aisle 3 the single camera had 
disappeared.  I had no time to wonder if I was ready, all I could do was pray 
<Here am I Lord.=   
 

Yes, we have had a few technical <glitches,9 and the clergy sometimes forget to 
turn on their microphones and the Grace of our viewers to overlook these hiccups 
is appreciated.  Our aim, from the orst published audio ole to today9s videos has 
been to bring His Word and the fellowship of our stone church to those who 
cannot be here to worship in person.  To have been a part of this ministry has 
been His Blessing.   
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A LONG VOYAGE FROM THE HAGUE TO SANTA FE 
STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY LORA MORTON 

 

Another overnow audience atended the September 10th library talk which had a litle diferent format from what the 
Library Commitee has hosted in the past. This talk featured Leslie Dillen reading chapters from Johanna Cinader9s book, 
Stories, comprised of her autobiographical poems and stories, and even a few drawings. Fr. Robin welcomed everyone by 
telling them that Johanna, whom we know as Joke, had been born in Holland, survived the Nazi occupation of World War 
Two, met her husband Arthur in Swi~erland, and had moved to Albuquerque by the end of that year. <She9s become a 
wonderful anchor here at Holy Faith,= said Fr. Robin. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parishioner and actress Leslie Dillen had volunteered to read selected excerpts while Joke sat nearby along with a few of 
her family members. Leslie had let the spirit move her when she chose the ten pieces she would read, and she edited them 
for time with the approval of Joke and her daughter Maud. 
Leslie leapt right in with <Undertow,= a story of fun with cousins at the beach, when Joke was ove. It ends in tragedy that 
prompted Joke9s grandfather to make a remarkable and moving speech to his grandchildren about accidents. 
 

We heard a poem about the Nazis parachuting into Holland, with <thousands of silk balloons with soldiers hanging from 
them,= followed by a story of being in third grade when a directive from Hitler said that religion could not be taught 
anymore. (This ended Joke9s formal education until years later.) We heard about the efort made by Joke and her father to 
secure some potatoes in 1945 during the last, hard winter of the War, and the frightening danger that some soldiers posed.  
 

Among the readings was a poem about the adult Joke skiing with ove children, a dog and a cat, in which she boasted, 
<We once packed the wagon in 32 minutes nat!= And then the lovely and moving story of Christmas Eve 1976. 
 

After 40 minutes or so of hearing Leslie/Joke, Fr. Robin commented on 8how vividly you write.= Leslie asked Joke9s 
daughter Maud about working with her mom and we heard that Joke had been encouraged to organize her writing 
chronologically and by themes, while daughter Abigail praised her sister, noting that <no one else in the family could 
have goten it done.= 

 

Joke answered a few questions and then refreshments were served in the Kinsolving Room. If you missed this talk, you 
can take out a copy of Stories from the Holy Faith library and read all of it. 
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YOUTH GROUP VISITS TSANKAWI 
STORY BY MTR LYNN FINNEGAN AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY KATHLENE RITCH  

 

The Church of the Holy Faith9s newly formed youth group is growing 
and exploring! On Indigenous Peoples9 Day, youth and adult 
chaperones traveled to Bandelier National Monument's Tsankawi Unit. 
The weather was perfect for a 1.5 mile walk along the mesa top and 
down the narrow-edged clif trail. We were fortunate to meet a park 
ranger from the Pueblo of San Ildefonso and a descendant of the ancient 
Tewa people who had once inhabited Tsankawi. He reminded all of us 
of the sacredness of where we were exploring and the importance of 
respecting the place of his 
ancestors.  
 

After a photo with the 
ranger, we eagerly climbed 
wood ladders, dove into 
former cave dwellings, 
took turns excitedly 
pointing out petroglyphs, 
and walked through 
narrow rock paths worn by 
hundreds of footsteps over 
hundreds of years. A 
highlight was onding (and 

carefully leaving in their place) potery shards. Youthful eyes were quick to 
ond shards many of the chaperones overlooked! After a sack lunch at the 
picnic tables, the tired group traveled back to Holy Faith to enjoy the 
remainder of the holiday. 
 

The Tsankawi hike on a glorious Fall New Mexico day ot nicely with the youth group9s theme for this year: Care for 
Creation. It also was an opportunity for our youth to gain appreciation for the culture and traditions of the Indigenous 
people whose land we inhabit. Bandelier National Monument is the traditional land of many tribal nations, whose 
cultures, lifestyles, religious beliefs, and traditions have shaped, and continue to shape, this land. We honor their voices 
and values. 
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PICTURES FROM THE HALLOWEEN CARNIVAL 2024 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY JAMES L. OVERTON 
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WHERE DO WRITERS GET THEIR IDEAS – A SALLIE BINGHAM ENCORE 
STORY BY LORA MORTON AND PHOTO OF SALLIE BY CAMILA MOTTA 

 

Where do writers get their inspiration? One idea might come from the 12 
pages, writen by your great-great-great-great grandmother about her 
experiences in the late 1700s, found in your cousin9s atic. And the cousin 
might send you those pages because you9re a writer. And so, our parishioner 
and noted author Sallie Bingham came into possession of an incredible story 
that she turned into her recently-published historical novel called Taken by 
the Shawnee.  
 

Sallie told an overnow audience all about it on Tuesday, August 13th, at an 
afternoon talk put on by the Holy Faith Library Commitee. She read 
passages from the book about the characters, both white and Shawnee. Sallie 
also described her three-year adventure of travel and research (she read or 
skimmed 53 books), and her use of what she calls <the integrity of 
imagination= that blended with, and complemented, facts in order to create 
the book.  
 

Margaret, her four times great-grandmother, was a 26-year-old mother and 
wife when she set out from a setlement in what is now West Virginia with 
her husband, sister- and brother-in-law for the unchartered territory now 
known as Kentucky. On their orst night, a band of ove Shawnee atacked 
them, murdered the men, killed the nine-month-old baby, and captured 
Margaret and her sister-in-law, Agatha.  
 

After witnessing the murders, Margaret became determined to survive which she knew meant repressing a lot and not 
fussing, no mater where the Indians were taking her and Agatha. As Sallie said, <It was just up to you to deal with it.= 
And as she writes in the book9s introduction, <Courage, once it has taken root in a woman, endures, grows, and forms her 
future.= 

 

In Margaret9s favor: she was eventually adopted by Chief White Bark to replace the daughter of his who had died. Also in 
her favor: a <housewife= which was a litle pouch with essentials, like sewing supplies and needles, as well as ink and a 
quill. This meant she was tolerated because she had practical skills: she was literate; she could teach the Shawnee children 

how to read and write; she knew about herbs and healing practices because her 
mother had been a healer; and she could sew. (The Shawnee were beaders and 
were intrigued by how she could mend clothing.) But while Margaret was 
useful, Agatha was very atractive, and so the Shawnee could sell her to the 
governor of Detroit. 
 

Margaret ended up onding something of value in tribal life and being at home 
with the savages (which is how white people back then thought of them, 
period). Then, after four years, her family ransomed her and her son, born 
during her captivity, for $200. (She swore the son had been conceived before the 
death of her husband, but her family had suspicions.) 

 

Sallie answered a few questions, then signed copies of the book for members of 
the audience. (Any book you buy becomes a donation to the Holy Faith library.) 
Refreshments were served in the Kinsolving Room where we heard a litle more 
about her next book, due out in fall 2025, a collection of short stories called 
Cowboy Tales. Where did Sallie get her idea for this one? You9ll just have to 
come to her talk, sponsored by the Library Commitee, and ond out then. 
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CLERGY  
 

The Rev. Canon Robin D. Dodge 3 Rector 

(505) 982-4447 ext. 101, or fr.robin@holyfaithchurchsf.org 

The Rev. Lynn Finnegan 3 Assistant Rector 

(505) 982-4447 ext.119, or rev.lynn@holyfaithchurchsf.org 

The Rev. Madelynn Kirkpatrick Johnston – Assisting Priest 

(505) 780-0801 or mkpriest@msn.com 

 

STAFF  
 

Canon Mark Edw. Childers 3 Parish Administrator and Director of Music and Liturgy 

(505) 982-4447 ext. 102, or medw.childers@gmail.com 

Donna Lukacs 3 Parish Secretary 

(505) 982-4447 ext. 100, or donna@holyfaithchurchsf.org 

Kathlene Ritch 3 Director, Youth Choir and Bell Choir  kritch73@aol.com 

Sarah Stone 3 Family and Children9s Ministries Coordinator  sstoneholyfaithsf@gmail.com 

Virginia Lopez 3 Librarian 

(505) 982-4447 ext. 113, or library@holyfaithchurchsf.org 

Marcos Castillo 3 Facilities Manager  

(505) 982-4447 ext. 105, or castillo680929@gmail.com 

Rocío Salazar 3 Housekeeping 

___________________________________________ 

VESTRY  
 

Fr. Robin Dodge 3 Presiding Officer 

Mike Morrissey – Sr. Warden Kaki Grubbs Mark Everett 

Preston Stone 3 Jr. Warden Steven Shore Peter Lockyer   

Charles Rountree 3 Treasurer Ruth Rael     

Pam Jones 3 Secretary   

____________________________________________ 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 

Cathy Gronquist  

____________________________________________ 

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

Marty Buchsbaum           Mark Childers              Fr. Robin Dodge  Cathy Gronquist  

Lora Morton                     Jim Overton              Jim Vaughan  Mtr. Lynn Finnegan 

____________________________________________ 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday through Friday 

9:00 am 3 4:30 pm 

311 E. Palace Avenue, Santa Fe, NM 87501 

Phone (505) 982-4447 

For more information, please visit our new website at www.holyfaithchurchsf.org. 

___________________________________________ 
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